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morality preached by Jesus was an internal morality, a morality
of  the will and intention and not of the   external  act,  and
secondly  that it was an ideal morality, that all the charac-
teristics of his teaching are  strictly and logically deducible.
To  begin   with,   being  ideal,  the  high  self-renunciation  it
demanded is as difficult for the unregenerate heart to reach as
are the high ideals of poetry and art by the untrained intel-
ligence.    In the second place being a thing of the heart and
imagination and not of the mere outward act, one has only to
consider the infinite variety of character, temperament, genius
and bias among men, to see that the conditions necessary to
the great act of renunciation are as inscrutable and difficult to
determine in any given case as those  needed to  rouse  the
passion  of human  love;   and that,   like  love,   this   act   of
renunciation can only be reached by each individual, by secret
affinities peculiar to himself and known to himself alone.    It
follows therefore that if men are to arrive at the goal at all, no
set  forms or prescribed rules of conduct and behaviour will
avail, but each must be permitted to reach it by the path most
suitable to his particular character, temperament, or genius.
And hence it was that Jesus if he would see his ideal become
a reality in the lives of men, was as logically obliged to allow
them the utmost liberty of choice as to the ways and means by
which they were to attain to it, as one would be if one were to
insist that every man should experience in his  life-time the
passion of love.    And thus it was that th& spiritual ideal of
Jesus carried logically with it the law of perfect liberty; the
only condition imposed by him being that the mode of life or
course of conduct pursued by individuals should be felt by them
to be a help towards the realization of this ideal, and not a
drawback  or obstruction.    And accordingly   we  see  in the
earlier days of Christianity the disciples of Jesus making their
way to the same goal by quite different routes, and through quite
different modes of life and thought.    Some, like Jesus himself,
found the greatest help and stimulus in cheerful intercourse